FLATWHEEL

JANUARY 2018

VOLUME 53, NUMBER 1




THE FLATWHEFEL VOLUME 53 NUMBER 1|2

DSLTERETTE JANUARY 2018 voLume 53 NUMBER 1

76 2017 AWARDS OB North Coast Leadership
BANQUET TIE UP 4 When and Where

19 2017 TRAINFEST S An Editorial

22 A TRIP TO THE

CORNER FIELD MODEL 6 Herbie's Rumblings
RAILROAD MUSEUM ‘7 General Meeting Minutes

24 CONRAIL'S ‘8 This & That
ONONDAGA CUTOFF - 8 Sidebar
MODELING MOW

26 THE HALLOWEEN . 10 Module Group

EXPRESS 11 Membership

27 MARKETING OUR @ 11 Raffle

HOBBY . 12 Company Store

32 EARN THE 14 Clinic
ASSOCIATION

VOLUNTEER AP . 15 Contest Table
CERTIFICATE PART 2 40 What's Going On?

35 CHARLIE'S FIRST -
TRAI N SET 4".“?"”H0bb¥hf?nl:r::sefo I;:Sptlort‘ogsas
37 GREAT LAKES ken o Dave Laviers by
SCIENCE CENTER is an example of the level of

detail a modeler of Dave's high
caliber adds to his models.

PROJECT



V= \QHE FLATW g8
' kv 1 ELECTED

, Superintendent - Steve Kapla
spk@skaplanassociates.com

: N /
Assistant Superintendent - Lee
lakeshorenyc@yahoo.com

Secretary - Dave Williams (440)
dave_wms@sbcglobal.net

#
Treasurer - Greg Noeth (216) 7 /
gjnoeth@yahoo.com -
Director East - Fred Obreza (2 419
chevy5664@sbcglobal.net
Director Quad County - Jim Mo 684-5833
moorez@aol.com
Director West - Gary Schaefer, )y@yahoo.com
Director at Large - Brian Haa @msn.com

Director at Large - John Hem 71-9676

hemsathj@gmail.com
APPOINTEE

Great Berea Train Show - Dav
david.j@brtcharter.com i ’

440)-785-9907

Achievement - Bruce Brintnall

brintnall@mindspring.com
Layout Tours - Ron Morgan, r¢ gmail.com

Contests - David Lawler, davel fr.com

Historian/Archivist = Frank Bo i
Raffle - Mike Klein, pstiw@co %
e, Co. Store Manager - Chuck K N 65@gmail.com

Clinics - Larry Madson, Imads

_ ™ Flatwheel Editor - Bruce Bo
T o : Membership - Bill & Billy Fer
\’ Modules - Scott Benson, sbef

- N.O.A.R.S. Representative - \

er.com

gmail.com

J -

ominternet.net

Webmaster - Ben Lanza, blqt(

S Refreshments - Joe Filipiak, g ar@frontier.com
iy & - _r'..' Al - Training Day - Gary Schaefe @yahoo.com
- ST - \-



1 e
L

' " ’
o
- it

_ ﬁWlLLmN

| '- "'l'dlldmhn .

L

M-WE ﬂFER 00D FELEOWSE
INFO

s

The North Coast Division
holds 10 meetings a year
(none in July and August).

WHEN & WHERE
WE MEET Meetings are on the 2nd
Friday of each month. A

social half hour starts at 7:00 p.m. followed by a short
business meeting at 7:30. After a short break, a
railroad themed raffle and clinic complete the typical
agenda. Meetings are held at the Church of the
Redemer, 23500 Center Ridge Rd, Cleveland, OH
44145. Visitors are welcome to attend any meeting.

The Division's newsletter, The Flatwheel is published
monthly (except during July and August) by Division 4
of the Mid-Central Region (MCR) of the National Model
Railroad Association (NMRA). All comments are
welcome. Views expressed in The Flatwhee/ do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the NMRA, MCR, or
Division 4.

The Flatwheel is typically electronically published no
later than the Monday preceding the monthly meeting.
Submissions are due no later than the 26th of the prior
month, for example, August 26th for the September
Flatwheel.

THENORTH cof

ON SOME AS T

IﬂlATIVE BLIMJM EASES

Uncredited photos courtesy of the editor or staff
photographer Dave Williams.

Yahoo - The Division has a Yahoo group available for
members. Send your request to join to
dave_wms@sbcglobal.net. It's best to include “Division
4" in the subject line and include your name. The
group is private and does not appear on the Yahoo
directory.

Ri
Shoppin

centet RIdGE
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| spent my first 26 years on this earth living in
Perkins Township, just south of Sandusky,
including attending Perkins Schools K-12. My first
house was in the same Township as well. My
wife, also raised in the township, and | then
found a home in the Village of Milan we decided
would be where we would raise our family.

Relocating to Milan, only 12 miles away, was the
same to us as moving to another state. We
would not know anyone. Uh oh. | spoke with an
electrician working for me at the time who was
originally from Norwalk but had moved with his
wife to Milan a few years prior. | asked him what
it was like to live in Milan. He responded that it
was nice but he found it difficult to get to know
anyone.

We made the big move and lived there, raising
our three daughters, for the next 18 years.
However, unlike the electrician, both my wife and
| found it easy to get to know people, many of
whom are still friends, these many years later.
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So what made the difference between the
electrician's experience getting to know people
and ours you ask? Let me explain.

My wife and | both shortly after our move
became active in local organizations. Key word
"active". My wife joined and held office in the

Key word "active".

then separate but equal Jayceettes and | joined
and similarly held various offices and chairs in
the male equivalent. My wife volunteered for
and accepted a position on the Milan Playschool
board. A year after moving to Milan, | joined the
local volunteer fire department and rescue
squad, over time holding every MTFD
Association elected position.

The North Coast Division's leadership makes a
strong effort to make new members feel
welcome. But the moral of the above story is
YOU can help make yourself feel part of the
organization by taking an elected or appointed
position when they become available.

YOU can help make yourself feel
part of the organization

Chuck and Mike Klein announced at the
November meeting they will be "retiring" in June
from the roles of the Division Store Manager
and 24 YEARS (!) as the Raffle Dudes. It was also
announced we are taking nominations for
elected positions that will be voted on in the
spring. If you would like to feel more connected
with the other members, and likely make some
lifelong friendships, | urge you to put your hand
up. While there is no financial compensation, |

| urge you to put your hand up.

can attest to the value BRUCE BOWIE
you WI|.| receive in ret.urn EDITOR
for a little of your time

and energy. ¢8




HERBIE'S

RUMBLINGS
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Hee Every Mooec Raitroaper Become INJURY EXEMPT

When you receive this, you will only have a few days left
to the Porter Library in Westlake (27333 Center Ridge
Road), where Chuck and Mike Klein have a
two-showcase static display on model railroading. It will
be there through New Year's Day. And, you can still
catch the final weekend of Trees and t\Trains at the
Black River Landing in Lorain.

Those two events are winding down, but the Science of
Trains exhibit at the Great Lakes Science Center will be
running until February 19th. - either by running trains,
answering questions or demonstrating some facet of
modeling. This is fantastic exposure for the NMRA and
our Division. Wednesday-before Thanksgiving the
attendance was 1,182, and Friday-after was 1,364.
Some of them glance at us and walk by - most stop to
gape and ask questions.

ALSO! - We have received special information from
National regarding how to handle the volunteer hours. |
will try to get it summarized and distributed soon, but
in the meantime, your could maximize your
opportunity for volunteer achievement points by being
down there at least 4 but better is 8 hours every week
This includes those who are demonstrating modeling,
or just answering questions about membership and
our activities.

Don't forget to get yourself (and your spouse) signed up
for the 2018 Regional Convention in Cincinnati, May
17-20. It promises to be a good one with lots of
activities.

Please remember to engage the new members and/or

guests in conversation before the meeting, and during
the break. They can be identified by a green name tag
(or no name tag if they sneak past Bill Ferry).

Don't forget to take home a few DVD’s from our library.
See Chuck in the Company Store. And, see me if you
want to check out a set of Fast Tracks tools. Several
members have used them now. We have #4, #6 and #8
turnout kits available. Also available are other turnout
fixtures owned by individual members who have
agreed to loan them out - these include a #5 turnout, a
crossover and a gauntlet track. gl

See you at the meeting,

STEVE KAPLAN, SUPERINTENDENT
THE NORTH COAST DIVISION
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GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES

THERE ARE NO MINUTES THIS MONTH AS WE HAD THE AWARDS BANQUET IN
DECEMBER IN LIEU OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING. - EDITOR

Union Pacific crew change at
Alpine, Texas




THIS & THAT

NEVER TOO SOON - "It's never too soon
to start learning about model
railroading!" - A Facebook post by Bill
Neale, MMR, Central Director

N 4 .

S s
A REALLY GREAT PLACE TO FIND
FIGURES AND DETAIL ITEMS -
ModelTech  Studios has a really

interesting line of items that can be used
to a details to that special area of your
layout. The one you want visitors to view.

http://modeltechstudios.com/

What | like about ModelTech products is
the special figure sets designed for a
given business like the "Soda Jerk". These
figures and details really can add to a
scene. - from Joe Kurilec, MMR

THE FLATV

HO Scaole Detalls Light Up your WorkYards Rallyords Whards 2
Pack
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“In action” pulling supply delivery in...
-

HO scale People, Warehouse Worker #3, Pulling in Daily
Supply Shipment, Finished
Price: $11.99

[ Addtocar | bore info ]

Mitch is pulling his work dolly loaded with the daily supply shipment. Includes the loaded supply dolly
and the freight worker “in action” pulling it in to make deliveries. HO scale Woorking figure series.
Comes Finishod and layout ready for you.
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World's first
dome car wins
Trains
Preservation
Award

http://trn.trains.com/news/

Then search

"Bellevue Dome Car"

MINNEAPOLIS — Trains
magazine has awarded
its $10,000 2017
Preservation Award to
the Mad River & NKP
Railroad Museum in
Bellevue, Ohio, for the
restoration of the dome
on America’s first dome
car, Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy'’s Silver Dome.

The award was announced at
the Heritage Rail Alliance’s

annual meeting in
Minneapolis on Oct. 7.

The grant will sponsor
restoration of the dome,
specifically ~ focusing  on
replacement of trim and
plexiglass which have

discolored with time. Work
on the dome coincides with

the museum’s effort to
restore the entire car,
including reupholstery,

carpeting, and window sill
work.
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THIS & THAT

HO Scale People, Warehouse Worker Bringing in the Load,

Finished Set #1
Prica: $11.89

Ugh....thes load s HEAVY. He's pushing a fully loaded freight dolly. This Warehouse or Fregiht Dock
Laborer i busy with today's delivery. .. back breaking work. HD Scale People that make your scenas
stand oul This Sel comas Finmhad in HO Scale

HO Scale People, Warehouse Worker Loading Shipping Pallet,
Finished Set #2

Prica: §11.56

He's Stacking Freight boxes on a pallel 1o be picked up in today's shipment. Perect for a Loading
dock, Warehouse of anywhans thal needs that "In Action® figure touch to brng your scenés alive. HD
Scale Detail Finished Sat
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The award was made from
nearly 40 applicants in this,
the 18th year, for Trains'
$10,000 grant.

“Museums and tourist groups
submitted a variety of strong
proposals from across the
country; locomotives,
passenger cars, freight cars,
archives — we saw it all,” says
Trains Associate Editor Steve
Sweeney. “We chose to
support Mad River this year
to encourage their efforts to
stabilize, then restore the
world's first dome car for
future generations. That it
exists at all is a tribute to
early Mad River members
who rescued Silver Dome
from an uncertain fate in the
1970s.”

“The Silver Dome is, without
a doubt, the most historically
significant piece of
equipment in our collection
and the restoration is sorely
needed,” says Chris Beamer,
Mad River president. “Trains'
preservation award has given
us a virtual shot-in-the-arm
and will take us a long way
toward the end goal.”

Cyrus Osborn, a General
Motors vice president, first
thought of the concept of a
dome car while riding the cab
of an F wunit on the Rio
Grande through Colorado in

1944. His dome idea was
incorporated into the
four-car GM  Train  of
Tomorrow, completed in
1947. Meanwhile, the
Burlington modified 1940

stainless steel coach Silver
Alchemy at its Aurora, Il
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MODULE GROUP

Great Lakes Science Center Exhibit CONTINUES!

Division 4 is well represented at the new All Aboard, The Science of Trains exhibit at
the Great Lakes Science Center (GLSC). As part of Division 4 support, the modular
layout group is providing a 24’ dogbone layout and is staffing the layout during GLSC
open hours. There is also a table for modeling demonstrations, coordinated by Joe
Kurilec, and a table for membership and promotion materials. The opening three
days brought 3000 visitors to the museum, most of whom visited the exhibit. The
GLSC expects 100,000 visitors over the course of the exhibit through mid-February.
The overall exhibit features a number of prototype displays provided by the Midwest
Railway Preservation Society, some of Mark Filippell's great bridges, a train ride for
children of all ages, and play areas with more wooden floor train pieces than you've
ever seen in your life!

We'd love to have more Division 4 members help to staff the exhibit, whether it is to
demonstrate modeling techniques, staff the layout, or just interact with the many
visitors. Entry and parking for volunteers are free. After any volunteer completes four
shifts on staff, GLSC provides them with two guest passes. The GLSC is open Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 10:00am to 5:00pm, and Sundays, Noon to 5:00 pm (excluding
Browns home games). Contact Scott Benson or Joe Kurilec to join the team!!!

The module group will have a second layout at the International Trees & Trains exhibit
at the Black River Transportation Center in Lorain. Our layout will be between 60 - 70’
long. The event opens on November 25, and runs Friday and Saturday evenings, 5:00
- 9:00pm, and Sunday evenings, 3:00 - 7:00pm, through December 30 (excluding
December 24). £

SCOTT BENSON

MODULE GROUP

Temtrrmakiamal T & Specdal Thanks
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shops. When the «car,
renamed Silver Dome,
re-entered service in 1945 on
Burlington's  Chicago to
Minneapolis  Twin  Cities
Zephyr, passengers loved the
experience and encouraged
the Burlington and about a
dozen other railroads to
place orders for their own
dome cars. And those orders
gave birth to an all-new train
travel experience that we still
cherish today.

Silver Dome passed into
Amtrak hands in 1971, but it
soon was sidelined as
surplus equipment. Mad
River bought the car at
auction in 1978 and has since
placed it under a shed to
keep it from further damage.

Mad River officials and Trains
will provide updates on dome
work on the car throughout
2018.

MORE INFORMATION ON

THIS CAR AND OTHERS AT

THE MAD RIVER RAILROAD

MUSEUM CAN BE FOUND
AT:

www.madrivermuseum.org



THE FLATWHEFEL VOLUME 53 NUMBER 1| 1

MEMBERSHIP

We wish to send Happy Birthday Wishes to the following members celebrating their birthdays in
January:

Roy Cavan John Henning Gary Schaefer
William Deptowicz John Janda lan Sly

Joe Dugan Jeffrey Martin Gary Sole
Pauline Handmon Edward Nowicki Adam Woodie

MEMBERS: If you look for, but don't find, your birthday in the Flatwheel, it is because the Member Database does
not include your birthdate information. If you'd like it to be added, please email Bill Ferry, Membership, at
ClevelandBill@mac.com or call (440) 570-2112 and leave a message.

BILL AND BILLY FERRY
MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIRS

ELECTIONS

If anyone is interested in running for office please speak to Joe
Kurilec, Mike Klein, or myself at the January meeting.
Nominations close at the February meeting.

Chuck Klein,

Nominating Committee Chairman

RAFFLE

Hello everyone,

Thanks to all who participated in the Holiday Raffle. It was a great one. | would THE RAFFLE DUDES
like to thank all those who contributed to this years raffle plus all those who
contributed for the last 20+ years. Thanks to Chuck and Linda Klein, Deb Klein,
Delaney McCandless, Connie and Emil Orenick of State Tool and Die, Gary Sole
and Bernie's Bargains, Pat and John Henning, Bruce Bowie, Bob Kaiser, and
many many more. Last but not least all members of Div. 4 who have supported
the raffle through the years. January's raffle is another great variety of prizes.
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The company Store has 1 doz. Reefer kits available. Wood sided 2 numbers $18.00 ea., Steel sided
SOLD OUT!. Hats $20.00 ea. Division Patches $3.00 ea. The Company Store has handled a number
of Division 4 shirt orders. We will order a shirt for you, the store needs the money up front. See

Chuck Klein or Larry Madson. &
Wanted: new store proprietor as | will be stepping down after the June 2018 meeting.

Wood Side,2 numbers available $18 ea. ' 2
e e

Prentiss School %

N Wreshacks Das

Leited
Praduction
Lo

ok MRS or, * ha
MCR Schoolhouse
Laser Cut Kit $45 ea.

Division 4 Patches

SHIRTS WILL BE AVAILABLE
THIS FALL!

Polo’s along with both short
and long sleeve. Stay tuned.

Division 4 Ball
Caps $20 ea.

FREE DVD'S!

| should remind everyone that we have a library of how to DVD's for CHUCK KLEIN
member use. A $10.00 deposit for each DVD rented. $10.00 returned

when DVD returned at next meeting. Check the listing by clicking on STORE
MEMBERS ONLY, then VIDEO LIBRARY to see a list of over 120 DVD's! ¢& MANAGER
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Division 4 Apparel COrder Form
Mame
Street:
Ciry: State Lip
Email:
Phame:

Mame on shir:

iy I e Size (cirche) Frice Amdrani

Folo Shint with pocket 5 M L Al 325,00
2x]. 5.2 700

XL 328 0

Paolo Shint no pocket 5 M L Xl 324 00
XL 326,

IXL 2270

Button Front short sleeve s M L XL 332,00
2xl %A

XL 53504

RBumon Front long sleeve 5 M L XI 552000
2X1 53400

XL 53500

Raschall Cap 520000
Total:

Mote: All orders muost be paid in full in advance.

For moail orders, send order fomm and check
made payable to Division 4 MORMNMEA (o
Larry Mad=on
FIRAE M Dooweys St
Awon, 0DH 44011

PRINT THIS PAGE & ALONG WITH FUNDS MAIL TO:
LARRY MADSON, 37863 N. Doovy's Street, Avon, OH 44011
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CLINIC

January 2018
Practical Layout Wiring
Larry Madson

For this program, Larry will give an overview of layout wiring for DC and DCC layouts. He will discuss
wiring methods including recommended wire sizes, switch (turnout) wiring, reverse loops, wyes and
conversion from DC to DCC.

CLINICS Help!! I am looking for programs for October 2017 through June 2018. If any of you
would like to share your modeling techniques, know of someone | could contact for a

WANTED program, or have a suggestion for a program topic, please contact me. If you have
contacted me previously about a program, please take time to remind me again.

Larry Madson
Imadson@roadrunner.com
440-934-2643 or 440-864-2305

- . . Division 4 has a digital projector available for use by Division
Clinic Presentation Aids members for presenting clinic programs in digital format. We

now also have a carousel slide projector with carousels. The Division also has a video camera
available for program enhancement. Anyone wishing to use the camera or the projectors for their
program, contact Larry Madson. &3

LARRY MADSON
CLINIC CHAIRMAN
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CONTEST TABLE

There was no contest to report on for December due to the Awards Banquet. Do not despair however, as there will
be a contest in January.

This next contest will feature General Motors (EMD) “F” units (FT, F3, F7, FP7, F9, FP9). Just so there can be no
confusion, I've attached a photo of two new Canadian National F3s as typical examples, eh.

For anyone who only has an “E” unit but would still like to enter the contest, take your razor saw and hack 21’ off the
rear end then stuff a paper towel or old newspaper in the cavity you've created.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone,

DAVE "CHEERIOS" LAWLER
CONTEST CHAIRMAN

Canadian National F3's as typical examples for January contest.
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This year's Awards Banquet was held at
Carrie Cerino’s
8922 Ridge Road
North Royalton, Ohio

The following photos, taken by Flatwheel
Staff Photographer Dave Williams, show
some of the fun.

-

P

J e -
1 i

Superintendent Kaplan presenting this
year's Bruce Brintnall Member Award to
Bill Ferry

; T¥na

Superintendent Kaplan presenting this

year's Dennis F. Novak Service Award to
Joe Kurilec, MMR

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
WELL DESERVING WINNERS!!
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History of the Dennis F. Novak Service Award from Bruce Brintnall

Dennis Novak was the Superintendent in 1993/4 of our division. He was a guy that
did not understand the meaning of the word "NO". If something needed to be
done he would find a way of getting it done. He had volunteered the Division to
put on the 94 Region Convention. He also said he would co-chair the convention
with me. Thanks Denny.

Over the previous years the two of us became very close friends. He helped me
get started on my RR. In fact he was here so many days my wife asked him where
is luggage was.

One evening in Jan. he said his shoulder hurt but thought he had pulled a muscle
at work. After a week it was still bothering him so he went to the doctor's. The
doctor dismissed it as a pulled muscle. After two weeks he went back. They
decided to put him in the hospital for tests. Results were Leukemia. By March he
had pasted away.

I was the first recipient of the award renamed in Dennis' honor. - Bruce Brintnall,
MMR

2017 Joe Kurilec 1998 Mike Oster**

2016 John Hemsath 1997 Aaron Dupont & Paul Lemermeier
2015 Ben Lanza 1996 Paul Ervin

2014 Art Bumpus 1995 John Ritt

2013 Jerry Krueger 1994 Bruce Brintnall

2012 Mike Oster** 1993 Kevin Novak

2011 Scott Benson 1992 Ken Orchard

2010 Denny Whitaker 1991 Dave Marvinney & John Henning
2009 Mike Klein & Larry Madson 1990 Mike Oster**

2008 Tom Beutler 1989 (not awarded)

2007 Bob Lavinsky 1988 William Gorris

2006 (not awarded) 1987 Raymond Doerhing

2005 Chuck Klein 1986 Albert Mallory*

2004 David M. Williams 1985 William Cramer

2003 Darren Ernst 1984 Lee Vande Visse

2002 Gary Sole 1983 Ron Morgan & Dorothy Mallory
2001 Barb Mickley 1982 Albert E. Mallory*

2000 Roy Reeves 1981 (not awarded)

1999 John Miller 1980 Patiricia Wise & Marie Schroeder

* Recipient of two awards!! ** Recipient of three awards!!!
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Bruce Brintnall Member Award

The following list is our current understanding of the winners of this prestigious
award. If any member can add to the list it would be appreciated.

2017 Bill Ferry 2015 Gary Shaeffer 2013 Ben Lanza

2016 Dave Lawler & Ken Orchard 2014 Bruce Bowie 2012 Joe Mehalik

The Raffle Dudes thanking everyone for the
support they have received over the many
years they have "operated” the monthly raffle
and the very special Awards Banquet Raffle.
Chuck and Mike are retiring from their roles
after the June meeting. The Division is looking
for one or more members to take up their
important positions. Time to step up!

And of course, what is a Christmas time Awards
Banquet without one of Santa's helpers to
share his North Pole stories with everyone

present. (Thanks George Keller!)

Bruce Brintnall and Rick Ulmer sharing a fun
story.
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One of the biggest train shows of the year
occurs in Milwaukee, Wisconsin the second
weekend of November. It's called Trainfest. |
have had it on my list of places to visit for many
years and decided it was time to go.

So | put out the word and four fellow members
chimed in, Tim Sheffield, Jeff Lauren, Gary
Schaefer and Adam Woodie.

| started looking over maps and locations of
things to see along the way and came up with
a variety of hobby shops and other places of
interest.

First stop while traveling through Chicago was
DesPlaines Hobbies on the north side of
Chicago. For those of you who travel, Chicago
can be an exciting drive. | thought to myself,
the weather won’t be a factor in early
November. Boy was | wrong. During our drive
we were treated to the first snowfall of the
season and a lot of drivers who forgot how to
drive in the snow. Needless to say we were
fortunate because most of the accidents were
on the other side of the freeway. Call it dumb
luck. | did find a couple of icy bridges which
gave me the willies but the Honda kept its cool.
Anyway, back to DesPlaines Hobbies. It is a
great model train shop with the back wall
covered with engines and a store full of
everything model railroaders could ask for. We
managed to find a few bargains.

Choo Choo Diner in DesPlaines, Illinois.
Photo by Adam Woodie



After DesPlaines it was time for lunch. While
scanning the area with the aide of Google
Maps | found a little burger joint called The
Choo Choo. What made this place special was
when you sit at the counter your burger and
fries are delivered to you via a Lionel train
running around from the kitchen. It was
originally opened in 1951. At first we didn’t
think we were going to get in because of large
number of kids and parents. But people
started to leave a few minutes later and we
found seats at the counter. So after enjoying
our burgers, fries and handmade milk shakes
we headed north.

el gl B2 Wi

B
Bl 2t a8 g
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Gary Schaefer in his element at The Choo
Choo Diner. Photo by Adam Woodie

Next stop was Walther's home and warehouse
in Milwaukee. We arrived about two hours
before closing due to the weather and loads of
traffic. Seems a lot of people commute
between Milwaukee and Chicago and it was
compounded due to the weather. Because
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Trainfest was going on Walther's was having a
mystery sale. You drew a colored poker chip
from a box that was good for a discount
between 5 and 20% off the marked prices.
One of our group pulled out a red chip (20%
off) and got to pay for everything to take
advantage of the discount. Don’t worry, we
each payed him for our purchases. They have
a neat show room with a large operating HO
layout for displaying the various products they
sell and a small closeout section.

Walthers in Milwaukee. Photo by Adam
Woodie Note the gang attacking in single
file formation.

For dinner, | had this grand idea of going
downtown and eating at one of the local
German restaurants that Milwaukee is famous
for. Well that didn’t work out. We were met
with huge crowds and $25 parking. And the
Bucks were not even in town! So, we headed
for the hotel and settled for an Applebee’s.

Saturday morning, we were off to the
show. We found a local restaurant for
breakfast along the way and after arriving at
the show we parked and found our way to the
exhibition hall. We had our tickets in hand
and got in line with about 30 other people,
not bad for 25 minutes to show time. By the
time we got in at 9 AM there were at least 500
people lined up behind us with more standing
in line for tickets.

Once we got inside it was Model Railroad
nirvana. Manufacturers, dealers, vendors,
train layouts, it was all there. Two hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet in one huge
hall! By comparison our show occupies



roughly 60,000 square feet in four buildings.
And on the other end of the spectrum, the
show in Springfield, Mass is 335,400 square
feet. Needless to say, the show was packed.

A lot of families with kids in tow attend this
show. The WISE Division of NMRA puts on this
show with a scant 130 members and a whole
lot of volunteers from other organizations.
Overall, | thought it was a great show. Their
fact sheet quotes an average show attendance
at 17,000 persons, down from their peak year
of 23,467 persons in 2010. We were all pretty
tired after spending the entire day at the show.
We closed it down at 5:00 PM and went to
dinner.

Next to our hotel was a local steak house where
we had a taste of a local favorite, deep fried
cheese curds. And | have to admit, they are
pretty good.

After a good night’s sleep it was time to
hit the road. We went back to the local
restaurant we found Sat morning and had a
good breakfast.

With our tummy’s and gas tanks full we headed
for Rochelle Railroad Park in Rochelle, lllinois.
For those of you who don’t know, Rochelle
Railroad Park is the 1st dedicated railroad park
which others have modeled theirs after, such as
the Fostoria Iron Triangle, Deshler Railroad Park
etc. It is built between the double track
diamonds of the Union Pacific and BNSF
railroads. They have a covered pavilion,
restrooms and the customary gift shop along
with a couple of small locomotives on display.
If you are in the western Chicago area | highly
recommend a visit. Upon arrival BNSF was
completing some track work next to the
diamonds. About a % hour later they finished
and the flood gates opened. Immediately two
UP trains rolled through and then a special
treat, a UP train with the Salt Lake City
Olympics 2002 engine on the point. And a
couple of BNSF trains after that. It was
snowing and cold and we had one more hobby
shop to visit on our way home so we hit the
road.
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Tim Sheffield, Gary Schaefer, Lee and Jeff
Lauren at the controls at Rochelle Railroad
Park. Photo by Adam Woodie

The last hobby shop we visited was
Lombard Hobbies on Chicago’s west side.
Lombard’s is very much like DesPlaines Hobbies
with wall to wall trains. It is first and foremost
a model train shop. They have loads of older
Atlas and Athearn Genesis engines that |
thought were long gone and they have a great
website too, so take a look. And then it was
homeward bound.

Overall it was a good trip. The show was pretty
good although | can’t say | would go every year.
If you like seeing a lot of train layouts, then it’s
the show for you. Layouts are what bring in
the families for the entertainment value. There
weren’t many bargains to be had but it is
checked off my list of places to visit for now.

If you are in the Chicago area then a visit to the
Choo Choo Diner is a must and stop by
DesPlaines Hobby’s as it is only a mile and a half
away.

| pulled into my driveway about 10 PM wore
out after driving most of day in snow and rain.
| am just getting too old to drive at night in the
rain.

Believe it or not, maybe there can be too
many trains in a weekend. No Way !!! g



ATRIPTO THE
CORNER FIELD
MODEL
RAILROAD
MUSEUM

BY SCOTT BENSON
PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR
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The Corner Field Model Railroad Museum and
store opened on November 3rd.

NOW OPEN
coﬂNER FIEL;D

| MODEL RAILROAD & HOBBY |

Cornerfield Model Railroad Museum & Hobby Shop
Femily Cormed and Baullf

LARGEST FAMILY DPERATING 0-GAUBE MODEL TRAIN LAYOUT IN OHIO|

16720 PIONEER RI».. MIDDLEFIELD, OH 44082
tocated in funtaborg Townahip

440-636-5162

H Muynd i st
W, U'«ll'l:l e aéﬁL 1lam - H]l?r;:; hﬂ,a]l-[ﬂpu;l;f-]pm

Adraisinn; Mllt l?.- Seniors - S8.00 = Kids (4-12) - §5.00 :: Undar 3 - Frea
Cornerfield Hobby Shop offers a varisty of Lionel,
FITH & Williams, trains, te I

R EACTY, l_I_t.-;I._ll_J:t_'L

2D R, |_||.|i||:|i|'-;:|'- | :
pvi: Brio trains and do repairs.
and Find the T'raina!

cormariiedo ‘-‘H:I]J:Ers.u T&d.:lr'll.l::hl JI‘IIEII'I]"H’1|.‘|I-"'EI'T
Email camarfisldgeomartiakimedalaiimusaumandhabiycom

My buddy and | were up for a road trip, so we
headed out to Huntsburg, Ohio, just north of
Middlefield.

The museum was the personal O-Gauge layout of
owner Tom Elesh and his family. They've decided to
open it up to public!

The layout is approximately 30" by 70’ feet and is in
a building behind the house. This is not a Lionel
tubular-track layout (nothing against that!), but
features Gargraves track and equipment from a
variety of prototype-oriented manufacturers; so
the look is modern and high-end. There were 4 or
5 trains running, including nice 40’ long freight
trains.

Scenery is complete and extensive. Many scenes
are animated and there are push-buttons around



the layout to activate others.

The small store serves the O-Gauge community,
with a selection of scenery and supplies.

The owners were super-friendly and we had a nice
conversation about model railroading with them.

We had lunch at the Corner Café, a few miles south
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in Middlefield, which is a classic country Mom &
Pop joint with good cooking!

Along with all the other fun stuff to do in Amish
Country, this would be a great outing for Division 4
families! &

www.cornerfieldmodelrailroadmuseumandhobby.com
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| thought this is an
interesting and fairly
neat blog and with
MOW equipment by
Dave Ables, out of New
Jersey . - David James

I'm sending this blog excerpt to
friends and acquaintances who are
into operations and/or modeling
scenes. This model railroad and
blog are the work of Dave Ables, an
outstanding modeler and
photographer who lives in New
Jersey. I've not seen this done on
model railroads nor operations
sessions, and thought it interesting.
Should you want more information
about Dave, his railroad, or blog,
contact Bill Linson,
linson.bill@me.com - Editor

Posted: 16 Jun 2017 05:34 AM PDT

A critical part of prototype rail operations on any
railroad is 'maintenance of way' (MOW) - the employees
that work to keep the track, signals, bridges, buildings,
and electrical services in a state of good repair.
Railroaders don't just run trains, or man the towers and
dispatcher desk. My whole railroad career has in fact
been on the maintenance side of the railroad, so | am
familiar with the equipment and people that do this
critical work.

As operations on the Onondaga Cutoff have matured
we have added some MOW activity, taking tracks out of
service for maintenance. This adds variety and
challenge to the sessions as well as providing a job for
one or two guys. Here is a photo essay of recent track
maintenance at an operation session.

Early in the morning of Friday June 10, 1994, Track
Supervisor Jacob is on his hi-rail pickup ahead of the
ballast tamper, rolling east from Onondaga Yard into CP



280. He has copied a 'Form D' - essentially a track
warrant under the NORAC (Northeast Operating Rules

Advisory Committee), authorizing him to be in charge of
that track so that he can move the equipment to the
work site.

Once the equipment is moved to the work site, it is
joined by a fleet of other vehicles adjacent to the track
that work together to repair the track structure, in this
case by replacing ties and tamping the ballast to level
the rails. While the work occurs on Track 2, Track 1 is
busy handling trains in both directions. Here ML-403
comes upgrade around a boom truck and the ballast
tamper doing their thing.

We turn to watch ML-403's locomotives blast past
another boom truck laying out ties for spotting.

TV-13 works west later in the day behind three big GE's
based out of Selkirk. The engineer sounds the horn and
rings the bell, following the rules, as he passes various
maintenance vehicles and approaching CP 277.

After the work is complete, by late afternoon, the track
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gang has cleared up. They give the track back to the
dispatcher for use with a speed restriction for the first
few trains over the freshly tamped area, then remove

the restriction once the track has settled under the

o ||._J--

The gang ties up all their

weight of revenue trains.
equipment back at Onondaga Yard and heads for a
well-earned few beers at a local tavern!

Modeling the maintenance of the railroad is something
we can all do at operating sessions to add variety and
give some credit to the railroaders that few enthusiasts
pay much attention to. g



THE

HALLOWEEN
EXPRESS!

BY RICK ULMER
PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR
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This is a photo of a running Z
scale train | put inside a fake
pumpkin | carved. | didn't get
this together in time for the
'‘Structure in a Jar' contest, but |
wanted to share it with the

group anyway via a Flatwheel
submission. - Rick Ulmer

The train is a Z scale Marklin European 0-6-0 steam
switcher and Halloween boxcar running on Rokuhan

track. The pumpkin is the size of a deflated basketball,
lit by 2 yellow LEDs.

Just goes to show there is ALWAYS room for a layout! ﬁﬂ




MARKETING
OUR HOBBY

BY GARY SCHAEFER

PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR
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Greetings to all,

I'd like to share a few marketing and public relations
events that | have taken part in over the past month.

Gail Bonsor from the Lorain Tourism Committee
invited me to go with her to speak at a couple local
events. At the end of November, we went to The
Lorain Senior Center and spoke to 30+ attendees of
the group. | brought several models and spoke a little
about my railroading history and interests, Division 4
and our events, and model railroading in general. My
“then and now” discussion on how the hobby has
evolved drew lots of comments and questions.

On December 14th Gail and | went to the Lorain Lions
Club Luncheon. This was a more condensed version
as | was on about a 25-minute clock. Again, it was a
good-sized crowd. My presentation had some of the
same topics as the senior center, but | went into more
detail about Division 4 and the module group. Many
of the attendees said that they already attend The
Great Berea Train Show and that they were definitely
interested in our other events: TRAINing Day, Trees &
Trains, and the Great Lakes Science Center. At the
end of the luncheon TRAINing Day raffled off a car kit.

Both events were very enjoyable, and | feel that many
new people were introduced to who and what
Division 4 is all about.

Lastly, last week a reporter from The Morning Journal
was going to be in Lorain to do an article on Trees and
Trains. Lee Sheffield and | were there to run trains
and answer any questions. We made the front page
of Sunday’s paper! Here is the link to the online
version.

http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/
20171223/international-trees-and-trains-light-up-lorain

BTW We have also gotten a lot of interest in Division 4
at The Great Lakes Science Center and at Trees and
Trains. | must also thank Larry Madson for hauling the
steel mill out to Lorain this year. It has been a big hit!

Have a Happy and Safe New Year's! Pl




THE FLATWHEFEL VOLUME 53 NUMBER 1| 28

tubject Lorain Lions Presentation

from:  bonkencromen@gmailcom
la:  trairs ohiod@yahoo.oom
Dafe  uncay, December 175, 0715 112704 A

=ary,

THanks again for jobnimg us on Thursday and for e very informaiive presen@ion on modes] allmading. We
all =njoyed | very mach and sy ars planning to @isE the Black River Landing shosw and, persomaly, I'm

@aking my grandsons down o the Sreat Lakes 3clence Cenber o ses the exhibl on rains.
Almched ks e plctane of you and Gall Borsor in front of our Ganner Thursday.

Lion E=n Cromer
Lorain Lions Cluk

Cihio Lions District OH-2
Email: lioribenorsmeniig mall. com
PH: £20-371-1022
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International Trees and Trains light

up Lorain

By Kevin Martin, The Morning Journal, Photos by Eric Bonzar
POSTED:12/23/17, 7:41 PM EST | UPDATED: 2 DAYS AGO

The Trees and Train display at Lorain’s Black River
Landing is a celebration of the International City's
locomotive history with some seasonal twists.

For the past six years the display in partnership with
the Lorain Growth Association and the Lorain Port
Authority have welcomed guests to Black River
Landing at the Transportation Center, at 421 Black
River Lane, where the space is filled with numerous
Christmas trees and different train displays.

“Seven years ago, the Port Authority asked the tourism
council of the Lorain Growth Corporation to do
something with this building in the wintertime,” said
Gail Bonsor, who coordinates the exhibit for the Lorain
Growth Association’s Tourism Council. “We're an
international city and this is a train station which was
basically built to have a train go into Cleveland.”

Since opening its doors on Nov. 30, Bonsor said more
than 2,100 people have come to partake in the display,
which runs until Dec. 30.

Train enthusiasts Rich and Helga Papay have been
displaying their holiday train set since the beginning.

Rich has been collecting trains for about 30 years and
revels in the opportunity to unveil the set for the
public to enjoy. Helga decorated the display
customizing it with a greenhouse, adding a
merry-go-round and a hotel adding to the festive spirit
of the exhibit.

“The Christmas display is at least 12 years old,” Rich
said. “l wore out the first train. This is the second one. |
had to make bridges tall enough for Santa Claus to go
underneath.”

The Transportation Center with the help of the Lorain
Port Authority also features mesmerizing trains

Gary Schaefer, left, and Lee
Sheffield, of the National
Model Railroad Association’s
Mid-Central Region Division 4,
keep an eye on their train set
as it makes its way along the
tracks Dec. 19, 2017. The
International Trees and Model
Train Display will run through
Dec. 30 and is open from 5-9
p.m., Dec. 29 and 30. It is free
and open the public.

Eric Bonzar — The Morning

running around the wall near the ceiling, with each car Journa|

sponsored by local organizations which help provide



The Trees and Train display at Lorain’s Black River
Landing is a celebration of the International City's
locomotive history with some seasonal twists.

For the past six years the display in partnership with
the Lorain Growth Association and the Lorain Port
Authority have welcomed guests to Black River
Landing at the Transportation Center, at 421 Black
River Lane, where the space is filled with numerous
Christmas trees and different train displays.

“Seven years ago, the Port Authority asked the tourism
council of the Lorain Growth Corporation to do
something with this building in the wintertime,” said
Gail Bonsor, who coordinates the exhibit for the Lorain
Growth Association’s Tourism Council. “We're an
international city and this is a train station which was
basically built to have a train go into Cleveland.”

Since opening its doors on Nov. 30, Bonsor said more
than 2,100 people have come to partake in the display,
which runs until Dec. 30.

Train enthusiasts Rich and Helga Papay have been
displaying their holiday train set since the beginning.

Rich has been collecting trains for about 30 years and
revels in the opportunity to unveil the set for the
public to enjoy. Helga decorated the display
customizing it with a greenhouse, adding a
merry-go-round and a hotel adding to the festive spirit
of the exhibit.

“The Christmas display is at least 12 years old,” Rich
said. “l wore out the first train. This is the second one. |
had to make bridges tall enough for Santa Claus to go
underneath.”

The Transportation Center with the help of the Lorain
Port Authority also features mesmerizing trains
running around the wall near the ceiling, with each car
sponsored by local organizations which help provide
for the maintenance of the cars to be enjoyed for
years to come.

For this year's display, the tourism committee decided
to place all of the international trees in the middle
with train displays on the outside.

The collection of trees includes the Lorain
International Tree covered with different flags
representing different nationalities in the community.
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A special commemorative tree marking the centennial
anniversary of the Lorain Lighthouse in addition to a
Lorain history tree covered with picture snippets
reminiscent of downtown Lorain in the winter in
decades past which shaped the city’s identity including
ice skating on the Black River.

Gary Schaefer and Lee Sheffield of National Model
Railroad Association Mid-Central Region’s Division 4
returned. The group with more than 200 members
cover Lorain, Cuyahoga, Medina, Erie and Huron
counties in promoting model railroading.

“For me, | enjoy interacting with the people,” Schaefer
said. “One thing | will say about our group as opposed
to some of the other groups that are out there, we
don't just sit and watch the trains go around and
round, when we have our big layouts we follow the
trains around and we engage our people. It's nothing
for us to hand a throttle over to a kid and say, ‘here,
want to control the train’ and let them go.”

Their module display consists of several small portable
sections of track that put together spanned the length
of the Transportation Center. The group provides a
detailed look at locomotive history and the science of
trains.

“If you look at our modules and if you look at model
railroading, you have it all. You have the science, the
electronics and constructing all this, and you have the
arts,” Schaefer added. “You can then take it a step
beyond and go into history and economics and how it
rose.”

The group will be holding a free “TRAINing Day” event
next November at the Transportation Center to give
anyone the opportunity to learn about constructing
and operating model trains.

The International Trees and Model Train Display will
run through Dec. 30 and is open from 5-9 p.m. on Dec.
29 and 30. It is free and open the public.
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Earning AP points at the Great Lakes Science Center
program "All Aboard, The Science of trains":

PART 2
Part one of this article ran in the Dec. 2017 issue of the
FlatWheel.
As of November 25, 2017, Steve Kaplan contacted
Frank Koch, NMRA Executive Assistant Manager for the
AP.

Frank was able to increase the points earned for

members because of the length of GLSC railroad show.
Anyone interested in the Association Volunteer award
can contact Steve or myself for details.

Many Division 4 members are earning Volunteer
Achievement points every month!

Division Officials, BOD Members, Editors, Committee
Heads, Committee members, Boy Scout Merit Badge
Advisor, members that give Division clinics and
member of the modular group, all earn points for the

Volunteer AP!

Below are the general requirements for ALL AP
categories.

Category 9, below, shows the points earned each
month for the title you are working under. A simple

Volunteer Working Record form is used to keep track of
your months and points earned for service.

These can be downloaded from the NMRA website.
- https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-program

Part two of the AP gets you a simple general idea of
what you need. Part three will be in a future issue of
the FlatWheel with all of the needed forms. g8

To our BOD and Chairmen,

Joe is doing a great job of showing just how
easy it is to get the Association Volunteer
AP. "Leadership By Example" is a mantra |
have always believed in. So, let's show all
our members how easy this AP certificate
is by doing it ourselves! - Editor

BY JOE KURILEC, MMR
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These can be downloaded from the NMRA website.
https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-program

Requirements

Basic to sach Achievement Program category am spacific mguiremeants partinant to that category. Thea fallewing

rafquiramants ara partinant to all categaorias. Each mamber who has bean granted an Achiavement Carificata must:

1. Have completed all of the reguirements for that category.

2. Be a cumant MMRA member at the time of requesting cerification.

3. Reguest cerification on the official AP Statement Of Qualification form (S00) and submit two copies to the AP
Manager of the Region [ By way of the Divisional or Area Manager.} in which the menber curmrantly resides,
Mote: Any membear who resides cutsida their "Hame" Ragion, for less than six months of the year, and who
pardicipatas in the sacond region's contests, or has Merit Judging done thera, but wants the cedificate credited to the
*Home" Region, can submit the S04 to the second region's AP Manager with explanations.

4. Submit a typed or legibly printed S0 and tha required supplementary attatchmeants.
Note: Association Official, Association Volunteer, and MMR Categorias specifically provide that the S00s may be
initiated by othars.

. Include on or with the S0Q all of the following:
o Evidence of technical or service accomplishmant,

o

o Aftachments of all supplementary material necessary to fully meet the stated reqguirements of the category.
o Aftachment of Ment Award Certification forms if reguired.
o Certification by the Regional Managar.
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Category ¥ - Associanon Volunteer - 60 Certified Time Usits
Completed Stabemnent of Coakfications
Dfﬂ:m:l:l Alapaper - Matienal Commultes 4 Linits per manth
D:'.[II’.IEI.'I: - Mational Committes 3 Units per bonth
[emnber - Matsanal Commmuttes 2 Unsts pen Manth
D:'.[II’.IEI.'I: - Rregaonal Commitiee 2 Units per hMonth
[zmnber - Bepional Commettes 1 Unit per Maorth
thoal - Dovrsion 1 Unst pee Manth
D.'I.L-:l'_:gt: Dimsuon Commattee | Unit per Aotk
[ember - Devrsion Committes |72 Urgt per Maonth
e cnber - Division Board 172 U per Manth

D‘F.ﬂ_-'.n-:-: - Toeamed Lidoe Cogumemes Chismen

DDl'-'lw.'-:l OfEerrs amnl Divectors Treated Like Repicenal Comumittees

D.I-.ﬂ_-'.n:s for 100%: Chabs [ 4 prages | 1 Ul per [isne - Libesry Filing Hequeement
Dﬂlfﬁ::ul__'-ul.!gl: - Matigeal Contest 3 Linity per Cantest

DCIEErr_aJ Judge - Blegicnal Cootest 2 Units per Cootest

D!'.Ifl'x:ul__'.m!g- - Dovivioesal Contest 1 Linit pee Contes

D:Eru:.' Soout Medt Badge Advrsor | Unit per Mooth Plos a bonus af a unit per
hlent Badpe Amacd 5o esch Seouc

D'_"{:l.l||_1:|:|'|q:::'.:-r Ve Bevesl i foal Tutse BT — 3 urs el pEekEnaan
Dn.fﬁ.l:llll-'ul'."ﬂ;l:lll chifl® prvEn el che GifsT hine ErEL — 2 Uzurs it

e AT
i s
Volunteer Working Record
YViahmleer l';I'l:rl-:l'uE Kecard
Tlmite Per |, .
Mlaivths Mo Tatal | Etﬂ'l.'l'l: Y

Tatal Acemmualated Maines
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Remember the first time you laid eyes on a train set?
Perhaps it was your father’s train set that he would set
up around the Christmas tree every year. Maybe you
received a train set as a gift from Santa at a young age.
As for me, | found some boxes of HO scale model trains
that my father owned when | was five and played with
all of them for hours. At the age of eight, | was given a
Tyco brand HO scale train set as a birthday present,
which cemented my passion for model trains. | always
enjoy sharing that passion, which is why | was really
excited to work on the following project.

A couple of months ago, my uncle Danny contacted me
to ask for my opinion on purchasing a train set for his
grandson, Charlie, as a Christmas present. Charlie is five
years old and is fascinated with trains. His favorite thing
at the Medina County Fair is the 4H train layout that is
displayed every year. | am told by his parents that it's
nearly impossible to pull him away from the layout,
which is why they go into that building last!
Remembering how much | enjoyed playing with trains at
that age, | suggested that instead of purchasing a train
set, why not just build a layout? | already had most of
the materials needed to build the layout, so acquiring
the rest of the items should cost less than a typical train
set would cost. Anything else that was needed was
purchased at a couple of model train shows at very
reasonable prices.

My uncle thought that was fantastic idea and gave me
the requirements of the layout, which are as follows:

* The outside dimensions should be 40" wide by
72" long so that the layout would fit under
Charlie’s bed.

« The track work must be nearly perfect to
minimize the chance of a derailment.

* There would need to be a road for Matchbox
cars.

* Some kind of basic scenery would be needed to
cover the plywood.

With these specifications in mind, | put together a basic
train layout using 18" radius curves and

Atlas Snap Switch tracks as shown on the next page.

The layout was designed to allow the train to be
assembled on the outside spur. The train can then be
sent to travel around the layout, or the cars can be
switched out on the inside spur. The design requires the
locomotive to use the run-around track in order to
switch out the cars on the spur located inside the main
part of the layout.
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Most of the track used is flex track. This minimizes the
number of track joints, which can be a source of
derailments and electrical conductivity issues. We also
included a couple of re-railer sections of track to assist
in setting up the train on the outside spur and on the
main line track in the event of derailment.

My uncle and | decided that the layout should be wired
for DC control. The track diagram shows the locations of
the track feeders and the insulated rail joiners. Each of
the five isolated sections of track (except for the inside
spur) has a minimum of two sets of feeders for power.
Once the bench work, roadbed, track, and wiring were
completed, it was time to begin working on the scenery.

Keeping with the request to install a road and hide the
plywood, | constructed a road using Woodland Scenics

Smooth It plaster and road system. | also used
Woodland Scenics Mold-A-Scene to build up the areas
around two buildings adjacent to the railroad spur. The
rest of the scenery was created with Woodland Scenics
fine turf and ground foam products.

| wanted to make sure that the layout didn't look like a
vast flatland. So | used Styrofoam and Sculptamold to
build up an area in one corner of the layout as a hillside.
Nearly eight inches of space was left between the foot
of the hill and the edge of the road to allow plenty of
space for some future buildings.

Below is the photo of the finished layout, ready for
Christmas. Hopefully, Charlie will enjoy playing with the
layout as much as | enjoyed building it with my uncle. g8




GREAT
LAKES
SCIENGE
GENTER
PROJECT

BY JOE KURILEC,
MMR
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NOTE: VOLUNTEERS
WILL BE NEEDED UNTIL
MID-FEBRUARY!

Myself & Jerry Krueger are part of a team that is putting
together a display at the GLSC (Great Lakes Science
Center) presentation All Aboard: Trains. The event will
run from 11-3-2017 to 2-18-2018.

Our Division 4 modular layout is to be used. A dog
bone set up is requested. Model railroad items in all
scales will be on display along with real railroad items.
These models will be of railroads that served or are
serving the Cleveland, Ohio area.

This is a GIANT undertaking for
Division 4!

We NEED volunteers to staff the module, set up
modeling events (building RR items of ANY type) and
any other “PR” that YOU might want to do!

Parking will be covered!

This is a FOUR month event running 6 days a week
between 10AM and 5PM.

First: The Railroad show "All Aboard, Trains" opens to
the public Friday, Nov. 3 2017 and runs till Sunday, Feb.
2, 2018.

You will be required to have a Division ID badge and or
a Division 4 shirt.

| need to put together a “schedule” of DAYS/DATES,
TIMES that you are willing to volunteer.

One time during the event OR as much time as you can
spare.

This is a VERY SPECIAL event that the Division is LUCKY
to be part of!

We all need to promote the future of the hobby of
model railroading!

Contact me with your needed volunteer time or
questions.

Joe Kurilec, MMR
jkurilec@earthlink.net

440-243-2337 PLEASE leave a voice mail! M
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VOLUNTEERS GET INTO THE glsc FOR FREE AND A FREE PAKRING
VOUCHER. BUT, IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS NOT
WORKING THE EXHIBIT BUT WOULD STILL LIKE TO GET IN, THE
COUPON BELOW WILL REDUCE THE ADMISSION BY $2.
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Keep Your Curiosity on Track

ALL
ABOARD!

The Science of Trains

November 3, 2017 -

February 19, 2018

In collaboration with the

Mational Model Railroad
Association Ohio Division 4

% Eﬂ_c_E AT LE‘H Es GreatScience.com
acience Center I W @ #StayCuriousCLE

atay Curious.




@ Snow Pogs
Traasm Slhow

Saturday, January 6, 2018

T vvin Bl il R o i o e s o o] s, |
UAW Hall, 3615 Chevralet Blvd,, Parma, Ohio 44130

| 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
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& SWAP MEET
NORWALK & WESTERN BB - EASTERN DIVISION

W
Bunday, January 21, 2018 10:002m — 3:00pm
German’s Yilla
EUI0 Lidserty Awemur, emmillion, OH 4005
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FEBRUARY 4TH

Medina Train and Toy Show

Medina Fairgrounds, Medina, Ohio 44256

9amto 3 pm Adm. $6.00
Phone: 330-948-4400
330 / 948-4400

Medina County Community Center
Medina Fairgrounds
735 Lafayette Rd.
Medina, OH 44256

& o
= WR
Qe
P
< ®

Ta
\VP.?'-G BRUNSWICK CLEVELAND
)
[=1 3
[ 1.2
7 ol (Era |
g MEDIMA
18 Weat BT 18 AKRON
MEDIMA (1 il Frooem sipesien 12 N
i e Cartiffifity Cosnlis 3
MIRGROUNDS | == :
T FOLLCW THE SIGHE —L-—.
. Al e PIE Lafwpatis Pl
Mmding, OH 44255 WET TO SCALE
RT 3

'u"ll:l{!ﬂTEH

[ Great Lakes Dhvision
TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCILATION

THE FLATWHEFEL VOLUME 53 NUMBER 1| 41

Winter of 2018
TRAIN MEET
Saturday, January 27, 2018
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Denny's Trains will have its second

MANSFIELD

TRAIN SHOW

Sunday, February, 11, 2018
in The Fairhaven Hall

10-4 at the Richland County Fairgrounds
T50 H. Home Rd., Mansfleld, OH 44906

Admission 10-3 55 under 12 free

3-4 Admission FREEN!

THIE SHOW WILL HAVE OHLY TRAIN-RELATED ITEMS.
‘wars crap, boys, Barble dolla, jewslry, Godzllla figures, dis-cast
aars, baby obethes, basement water-proofing bestha, etc.
s shade |4 Al Bl .

Thils mharey WILL Favs parating byyouts snd over 100

tnblus = quality Erein-roluted
DEALERS - B fi. tables 525 - Saturday set-up 4FM - BFM
Bunday sal-up TAM - 10AM
Thaere willl ba limind drive-in sccoas to unicsd
Canlers mual stay complately sst-up until 4PW
Far more Infomation, goriert Deenls Bradss o 410508 Thid
Pinase make chetks paynhle foc
Cennis Bresss
2A5ET Seate Route 3
Loiidanllbe, GH 44845
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INDEPENDENCE
Saturday March 3,2018 - TRAIN & TOY SHOW

10 am o 3 pm
The Independence High School Fieidhowse

Fdulls %4000 hiltesn 17 and uralar BAEE &001 Archwood Road
Indapendanca, Ok 44131
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Saturday and Sunday
[l
March 17 & 18, 2018
b Ui 10 am to 4 pm
T Buy — Sell - Trade
| e Located at:
@ Lakeland Community College
7700 Clocktower Dr.
N scal Layou Stale Rt 306 af Inerstate 90 — et 153 eziers
I
HO Scals layout Admission  $7.00 i Tiea M
5 s-:a:m;i:arm }'DFE? Pml-esl ﬂ%ﬂ e
. amily (coup Operatng Layouts
(Ciahagn Vabay < e ﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂm m?,}"—,‘;f Video Tapes
Lionsl O Gaugs Food Service Avallable af reascnable prices Tran Ride Infa
LGB G Gaugs Fogd Senee
I:_u.h:m_m;. "= ATM
[T .
For Information Write: Ol My,
NMFA MCFL Divigion 5 ey ;;* FrE.E
PO Box SO51 ',;*E'E-»‘:“.J-“ Ay Pﬂrl‘ﬂ"g
Mentor, Ohio 45060 *““:. ":.:;__-;_'5_“. ?; 1:--,.“_-1,._;5- : F Shuttle Bus
. » ] | H'l_"._r__ .' ';-:_.1'- ! rese
ohone ﬂ:iﬁ_ﬁ | "'THT'T:T::_":'T"‘W_;“W | 5:30am — 4:30pm
Emall: railfesi mers.ong :: - :h:##
R
& Presanizd oy T SER SR AL —
“" National Model Railroad Association
= MCR — Division 5 Event
“ - Since 1337 &t Laketand I
Eﬁ% ot A e i
' Largest continucus running two day train show in OHIC! e
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Welcome Back!
May 17-20, 2018

| Our first convention since n
 the 2005 NMRA National R MCR

Abundant Premier Layouts!
Special Thurs Afternoon Early-Bird Layout
Open Houses - Gerry Albers and Bob Lawson!
Layout Tours All 4 Days! "
Operating Sessions All 4 Days!

Fantastic Rail Industry Prototype Tours
Fabulous General Interest Tours
4 ‘Great Model Railroad’ Mini-bus Tours (12 layouts)!

Numerous Rail and Non-Rail Clinics
Special Guests Gerry Leone, Lou Sassi and
another speaker from Mode! Railroader!
Mon-Rail Luncheon and Saturday Banquet

Plentiful Additional In-Hotel Attractions -§
- Extra Large White Elephant Salel |
Model, Photo and Crafts Contests
e Raffle, Company Store, Hospitality Room
' Scenicked Layouts at the Hotel

¢

Register Now for Priority on Extra Fares & Ops
See form at our booth or www.cincy-div7.org



HOBBY SOURCES IN OUR AREA

State Tool & Die D=== Sounds — w

ATAO Briar Road | Claveland, OH 44135 | T: 216-267-6030

_ —_—
Nlotlgn =
DCC SALES AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

6910 SOM Center Rd. FRANK FEKO
and accessories at www.statetoolanddie.com Phone 440-248-4599 frankfeko@gmail.com

DEPOT TRAIN & HOBBY EASTERN OHIO TRAINS
*It's wot jmst & Hobby . . . 18 an Adventure.” T‘c I t “ Hm H: SIF t‘ S -
‘T:i"‘jﬁ“':"dﬂlfﬂ HO), & N 2740 Faiiou:?l‘!hd.
t‘uﬂh&k‘i‘; ﬁ':i:-h_i_“*‘ arkl Paina CI“E;’;::I::?%% g‘?:;;-‘lﬂﬁ

Fax: 216-371-0931

4342 W, 130th Stret email: eohss@aol.com

gﬁd-'f]' Chio 44135 www.easternohiotrains.con.
. Land. .
E—-;‘Ei- ok Joe Andrews, Proprietor

JASON'S BRASS POLES
We specialize in trolley model products.
Railroad Trolley & Specialty & Model Railroad Dealer
Brian Weisman - Owner

bweisman@roadrunner.com (TROLLEYS & MODEL
RAILROAD DEALER)

http://www.jasonsbrasspoles.com/

These vendors are members of our very own NORTH COAST
DIVISION! Give them a try when you need supplies and the
services they offer!! - Editor



AL's TRAINS & HoBBY LLC
708 BROADWAY AVE.
BEDFORD, OHIO 44146

DEC INSTALL F HOoOURS:
FRAME MILLING M-W-F:10-8
TrRAIN SETSE ACCESSON THURS:10-7
MODEL KITSSL0T CAR SETS SAT:10-4
& ACCESSORES SUN-MON CLOSED

Phone:440-232-0591 Fax:440-232-0596

www.alstrainshobby.com email:al@alstrain shobby.com

DEPOT TRAIN & HOBBY

“I0s nea il & Hl:“:f oo I an Aabventuse”

Crarden Raileoad, Licne], HO, & N
Trasns, Trock, and Acccsoncs
Masiie Mwlel:, Rockets,

Wi Ships, Hokby Taools, and Paine

4342 W, 130th Strect
Claseland, Ohio 44135
2l 252-5580)
F&l:;‘ﬂl:rd.l.%l I:l

I - HO - Z GAUGES AND PARTS
¥
S

TRAINS & TOYS FOR THE CONNOISSEUR
SPECIALIZING IN EUROPEAN TRAINS
BuUY & SELL OLD TOYS
JOHN ORMANDY

330-722-1019 10 PUBLIC SOUARE
330-722-2205 Fax s MEDINA, OHID 44258

Or call Uncle Ray at... (388) 933-2909 « (440) 833-0609
g :

WL uncleraystrainsoh.com

(216) 661-7300
FAX (216) 661-6433

LIONEL
TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP

FEATURING LIONEL TRAINS

JAMES J. BERILLA 4394 PEARL RD.
Ownar CLEVELAND, OHIO 44109

KEEP YOUR TARGET “ACQUIRED”™
AT THE

WARZONE w |
MATRIX e 4

CHRIS WILSON 170 ROCKY RIVER DRIVE
12I6) 133-1216 CLEVELAND DM 11135 'l

MIONE@sbeglobal.net

WARIONEMATRIN . COM

Jan Dell Aowers Train Shop

19350 Detroit Road Rocky River OH 44116
440/331-2392
m Lewis g |

Stewart’s Hobbies & Collectors’ Toys

Trains = Plastic Kits = Dis-Casi Gars
Slot Cars * Toy Soldiers

38033 Euclid Ave. « Willoughby, OH 44084
stone 440/942-6632

HOURS:

M-F 126 ROB STEWART *Buy*
THURS. 128 Sl + Trade

&AT 10el SANDY STEWART Okl & New




Strongsyille DANIELS”=
o 22 HOBBIES

ELECTRIC & NITRO RAT CARS, BOATS, AIRFLANES, SLOTCARS, ROCKETS
HOBRY SUPFLIES & FINE CAR DEREY, TRAINS & FLASTIC MODELS

]

. S . 34E Main Street, Norwalk, OH 44857
Ehies O 40008 N ON SITE S0 11,00 . 6.00 I-5at 10AM-6PM, Closed Sundays
Flcad (440100 Dea§ Fun 1100 - 300

F i [l Voot www.alrongivillehebby. com JERRY INANCIC _:41-9:'5&3_.1 029 i da“ rE‘Ii\hﬂ'bh'EE.Cﬂl‘l‘l

ol
€ THE MUSIC BOX BHD b’s Hobby

Grand Pacific Junction Your One Stop Slot Car Shop!
8062 Columbia Road 13397 Smith Road
Middleburg Heights. DH 33130

Olmsted Falls, OH 44138

440-235-1625 themusicbox@prodigy.net 440-941-BADL (2235)
infobadihby com Bob Lusch
hitp//badihiy com The “B" in BAD

HOBBYTOWN USA

7982 PLAZA BLVD.
MENTOR, OH 44060

STocKYARD | XPRESS LLC

MTH B

- MTH dishomized Service § Dhem Conter -

. 45293 Plase Bd

HTUMENTOR@AOL.COM MTH - Lionel - Atlas . omesons
440-974-2116 MON-SAT 10am-8pm 'O’ Trains. track, dccessories and MOME kot s & 58 71y
Ehp‘dﬂ & Dla.l"l! Lewls www.slockandexpresslic.oom

44 T 21 5] 44077 TATS fa email: slockyardzpressiEiac. com

Etaufer Books & Printz

ﬂ BEN FRANKLIN <o

Flastic, Wood & Matal Motz
Traing « Rockats « Kilas = Coin Baoks
Die Casi » Roadrace » Pine Car Darby
FPuzzles » Rado Gonbrol = ime Siore

Largs Sedacton 163 Park Ava,

Great Prices Amharsl, OH 44001 STAUFER BOOKS & PRINTS
Howard kowcombar 440-388-5262 (338 436- 1672




CORNER FIEL],
Yy T

MODEL RATLROAD & HOBBY
16720 Pioneer Road - Middlefield, Ohio 44062
Located in Huntsburg

Tom Elesh, Owner » 440-636-5162

Website: cornerfieldmodelrailroadmussumandhobby.com
Email: cornerfield@cornerfieldmodelrailroadmuseumandhobby. com

See Scott Benson's article on
his visit to this shop on page 22

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE DEALERS!




DIVISION 4, MCR, NMRA

The North Coast Division

The North Coast Division holds 10 meetings a year
(none in July and August). Meetings are on the 2nd
Friday of each month. A social half hour starts at 7:00
p.m. followed by a short business meeting at 7:30.
After a short break, a railroad themed raffle and clinic
complete the typical agenda. Meetings are held at The
Church of The Redeemer, 23500 Center Ridge Road,
Westlake, OH 44145. Visitors are welcome to attend
any meeting.

The Division's newsleter, The Flatwheel is published
monthly (except during July and August) by Division
Four of the Mid-Central Region (MCR) of the National
Model Railroad Association (NMRA). All comments are
welcome. Views expressed in The Flatwheel do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the NMRA, MCR, or
Division Four.

Uncredited photos courtesy of

the editor or staff photographer
Dave Williams.

+=.
[
The  Flatwheel is typically

electronically published no later than the Monday
preceding the monthly meeting. Submissions are due
no later than the 26th of the prior month, for example,
August 26th for the September Flatwheel.

Yahoo - The Division has a Yahoo group available for
members. Send your request to join to
dave_wms@sbcglobal.net. It's best to include “Division
4" in the subject line and include your name. The
group is private and does not appear on the Yahoo
directory. g

Another example of beautiful modeling you missed if you did not participate in the fall 2017 layout tours!
This from Dave Lawler's gorgeous ONTARIO SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY Ltd. railroad.




